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The Legacy of Noble Heraldry in Contemporary Latvian Civic Heraldry

Edgar Sims, PhD candidate (Latvia)
The lecture will be delivered in English.

Summary

Although personal heraldry is flourishing in present-day Latvia, traces of noble heraldry are
rarely found in the coats of arms of private individuals. This is understandable, as most Latvians
do not possess noble ancestry that would be reflected in inherited arms passed down through
generations.

Interestingly, however, heraldic traditions of the nobility have found a different path into
modern Latvia — through civic heraldry. The country has 512 parishes, of which only around
350 currently possess officially approved coats of arms. In the creation of parish arms, local
history is often honoured by incorporating symbols and charges derived from the personal arms
of noble families or individuals who founded, built, or owned the local manor. This is
particularly significant because many parishes developed around such estates and inherited
their names from these places.

As a result, elements of historical noble heraldry continue to survive, not through family
succession, but through their reinterpretation in the civic symbols of contemporary Latvia.
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Edgar Sims holds a Master’s degree from the Faculty of History and Philosophy at the
University of Latvia and is currently a PhD candidate working on his dissertation, “The
Development of Personal Heraldry in Livonia, 13th—16th Centuries”. In addition to his work
on heraldic theory, E. Sims is also active in practical heraldry: he is the author of the coat of
arms of the historical region of S€lija and one of the few heraldic specialists in Latvia. He is
also engaged in designing coats of arms for municipalities, organisations, and individuals.

Kilmingyjy heraldikos paveldas Siuolaikinéje Latvijos municipalinéje heraldikoje

Edgar Sims (Latvija)
PraneSimas bus skaitomas angly kalba.
Santrauka

Nors Siuolaikingje Latvijoje asmeniné heraldika iSgyvena pakilima, kilmingyjy heraldikos
pédsaky privaciy asmeny herbuose aptinkama retai. Tai suprantama, nes dauguma latviy neturi
kilmingos kilmés, kuri galéty atsispindéti i§ kartos j kartg paveldimame herbe.

Praeities kilmingyjy heraldika savitg tgstinumg jgijo kitu biidu — per municipaline heraldika.
Latvijoje yra 512 parapijy, taciau tik apie 350 jy Siuo metu turi oficialiai patvirtintus herbus.
Kuriant parapijy herbus ir siekiant pagerbti vietos istorija, neretai pasirenkami simboliai bei
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heraldinés figtiros, perimtos i§ kilmingyjy asmeny ar giminiy, kurie steigé¢, staté arba valdé to
paties pavadinimo dvarus, asmeniniy herby. Tai ypa¢ reikSminga todél, kad daugelis parapijy
susiformavo biitent aplink Sias valdas ir peréme jy pavadinimus.

Istorinés kilmingyjy heraldikos elementai Siuolaikinéje Latvijoje iSlieka gyvi ne per tiesioginj
gimininj paveldéjima, bet per jy perkiirimg ir jprasminimg municipaliniuose herbuose.
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Edgar Sims yra baiges Latvijos universiteto Istorijos ir filosofijos fakulteta, kuriame jgijo
magistro laipsnj, ir Siuo metu rengia daktaro disertacijg tema ,,Asmeninés heraldikos raida
Livonijoje XIII-XVI amziuje®. Greta moksliniy heraldikos teorijos tyrimy jis taip pat aktyviai
veikia praktinés heraldikos srityje. Jis yra istorinés Sélijos zemés herbo autorius ir vienas i$
nedaugelio heraldikos specialisty Latvijoje. Taip pat jis kuria herbus savivaldybéms,
organizacijoms ir privatiems asmenims.



